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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
Greetings Alumni, 

It is with great pride and appreciation that I write you 
during a new academic year. This is the 80th time EOU 
has opened its doors to provide an exceptional educational 
experience for students, as well as to serve and engage this 
region. 

One of the primary reasons I became interested in EOU’s 
presidency is the connection between the university, alumni 
and the community. Eastern’s founding mission was and 
is to serve the community and the region, and I am firmly 
committed to that concept. 

By focusing on EOU’s promise of access, affordability 
and engagement with the community, we face the future 
with an unyielding commitment to personalized service and 
dedication to our students and their success. My predecessor, 
President Dixie Lund, provided exemplary leadership in 
forging relationships, and I look forward to building on her 
good work to meet our new challenges and demands. 

We have an impressive tradition of excellence. We are, 
therefore, duty bound to think and act on how we can 
enhance our own efforts, our own structures, our own 
methods of operation and deliveries, to strengthen and grow. 
In all of what is happening in our world, we are holding true to the philosophical basis of what 
we are and what we do: we educate, we serve, we create, we motivate. We change lives.

 Even though we have these challenges and others ahead of us, I need to say that I am 
invigorated to meet them, as I also see the immense opportunities we have to expand our reach, 
enhance our quality programs, and further our impact on the region and state. I look forward to 
working with you and for this great university. 

Bob Davies

President, EOU

President Bob Davies 
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Fall enrollment marks milestone
Enrollment is pushing steadily upward at Eastern 

Oregon University with the largest percentage 
increase in newly admitted freshmen in the entire 
Oregon University System. The new class of 473 
freshmen represents a 34.8 percent increase over fall 
2008—the biggest incoming class EOU has seen. 
Official fourth week enrollment data was released 
by OUS for all seven institutions in November. 

“We are incredibly pleased 
that EOU is a leader in 
enrollment growth and reten-
tion,” said Bob Davies, EOU 
president. “These numbers 
are the direct result of the 
hard work put forth by our 
staff and faculty. Since my 
arrival at EOU, I’ve heard a 
great deal about the important 
role we serve and I believe it 
wholeheartedly.” 

On-campus student num-
bers total 1,806, reflecting an 
increase of 13.6 percent com-
pared to last fall. With such a 
large freshmen class, the number of students living 
on campus in the residence halls jumped to 378. 

EOU’s full-time enrollment increased by 10.8 
percent and total headcount reached 4,000 students 
by the end of the term, an increase of 8.67 percent 
increase over fall 2008. Total credit hours are also 
up 11 percent. 

New transfer admissions are up in both resident 
and nonresident students, as are admitted graduates. 
Retention of freshmen and sophomores is at 72.1 
percent and EOU is focusing on additional efforts in 
orientation and early alert programs to help students 
stay on track. 

“Students and families are looking to us for an 
accessible, affordable and engaged education,” 
Davies said. “We will continue to do everything 
in our power to provide opportunities for higher 
education.” 

Hunt Hall opens to accommodate 
surge in enrollment 

With its three residence halls full to capacity, 
EOU has opened Hunt Hall to serve the increas-
ing number of students living on campus. “We 
are thrilled with the large increase in our resident 
population,” said Stephen Jenkins, director of Hous-
ing and Student Involvement. “I am convinced that 
the strong recruitment and outreach effort by the 

university, along with EOU’s 
commitment to providing ac-
cess by keeping costs low, has 
raised our stature across the 
state and the region.”

There are currently 378 stu-
dents living in the halls. The 
largest increase is in the num-
ber of first-year freshmen, who 
make up the majority of the 
resident student population.

Inlow Hall renovations 
underway

A $6.42 million capital 
investment project is moving 
full speed ahead as EOU pre-

pares for major renovations to Inlow Hall. A tight 
construction schedule has been set to complete the 
project by the beginning of the 2010-2011 academic 
year. EOU was appropriated funding in 2007 by the 
legislature to make critical updates to the historic 
administration building. Specifics include reduced 
deferred maintenance, improved seismic stability 
and energy efficiency upgrades. Changes will in-
clude the location of essential student services such 
as Admissions, Financial Aid, Enrollment Services, 
Student Accounts and the Registrar’s Office. 

“Creating a central location where we can provide 
students with the best assistance on a daily basis is 
an important outcome of this renovation,” said Bob 
Davies, EOU president. “We want our students to 
have a positive experience from the moment they 
step through the door to the time they graduate.”

Campus news continued on page 16 4

In brief

For more EOU news go online to www.eou.edu.  News links are located on the home page.
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Peggy Anderson
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Kevin Loveland
Dixie Lund, ’73
Jim Lundy
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Gail McAllister, ’62
Bob Moody
Mel Ott, ’64
Val Royes, ’64
Rod Sands
Jack Schut, ’64
Doyle Slate
Wayne Simonis, ’74
Greg Smith, ’94
Brad Stephens

Cover photo: EOU President 
Bob Davies is known for his 
weekly campus “walkabouts.” 
Photo by Laura Hancock.

EOU welcomed 473 new freshmen for fall '09. 
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	 President Davies brings 

Story and photos by Laura Hancock

a return to EOU’s roots
Bob Davies became Eastern Oregon University’s 11th president in 

March and following his appointment by the Oregon State Board 
of Higher Edu-

cation, he assumed the du-
ties July 1, 2009. During a 
recent interview, President 
Davies shared his vision for 
EOU’s future. 

Laura Hancock: Now 
that you’ve been on the 
job for several months, 
do you feel settled into 
the position and the 
community?

President Bob Davies: 
Yes and no. To really  
learn about a community 
and develop a comfort 
level within a position, you 
need to complete a year. 
Like anything, there are 
ebbs and flows and you have to go through that experience to truly appreci-
ate and understand the rhythm. Am I enjoying it and am I excited about the 
opportunities? Absolutely! The community has been tremendous and wel-
coming to my family and me. So, am I comfortable? Yes! The transition is 
going extremely well and I learn something new every single day. 

LH: What is the most exciting experience you’ve had to date? 
BD: Riding on horseback in the Pendleton Round-Up Westward Ho! 

Parade. It was an experience I will never forget, at least not anytime soon! I 
would also say that my first address to the faculty and staff during opening 
session was a very emotional moment. It was my first real opportunity to 
address the entire university in a collective manner and it was an important 
occasion for me. The outpouring of support we received following that 
address is something I cherish very much. The other surprise is the 9,000 
miles I’ve logged visiting EOU’s centers and constituents around the state.  

LH: What are some of the challenges of being a new president? 
BD: The economy is what most people view as the tipping point in 

terms of higher education and the changes we’re seeing in society and in 
the value and ideals of education. These changes represent significant chal-
lenges in how we think and operate. The challenge we face is enrollment. 

We are an enrollment driven university and we must control our destiny by 
controlling our enrollment. We will always be state funded and will rely on 
that funding to provide base support, but we have to think as a privatized 
university—not private—but privatized, and that means we need to be cog-
nizant of how we create our own financial stability. We will do that through 
enrollment, gifts, and creating new revenue streams and partnerships. An 
entrepreneurial spirit is what we need to get back to. EOU has tremendous 
history and success in this area and what I as a leader look to do is foster 
that spirit, but it depends on our faculty and staff. What I can do is provide 
the structure, the mind-set and leadership to make it possible by allowing 
them to draw on their own abilities and skills.  

LH: EOU is seeing a dramatic increase in enrollment and the num-
ber of students living on campus. What do you believe are some of the 
factors contributing to this growth? 

BD: There are several things, and I don’t think you can pinpoint one 
specific element. It comes back to two parts of our mission: access and 
affordability. We provide education when, where and how a student wants 
to learn, and we do it in a manner that is extremely affordable. The only 
barrier a student faces is their own desire to attain a college degree. What I 
think we’ve done over the last several years is show a concerted university-
wide effort focused on recruitment and retention. It is everyone’s job and 
responsibility to recruit new students and once they’re here to make sure 
they have the ability to progress and ultimately graduate. There is no ques-
tion that the economy is playing a role in the growth of our student popula-
tion, but I believe it is less of a factor than at other institutions because of 
the type of students we are attracting, the procedures we have in place and 
because we are affordable and accessible. 

LH: You frequently go on “walkabouts” and host “Coffee with 
Bob” gatherings. Why are these important to you? 

BD: The critical part about being a university president is that you have 
to be the university. The university is the collection of our faculty, staff 
and students and what they all bring to the table, so it’s important to know 
those individuals on a first-name basis and respect what they do and learn 
from them. The purpose of my walkabouts is to interact in an unstructured 
environment and enable people to tell me what they think without pulling 
any punches. I didn’t want to get in the rut of coming to work and never 
leaving my office, so I simply start walking around campus. I pop into of-
fices and meet individuals I never would have before. I’m always respectful 
and I don’t ever want to intrude, but to get in on that level has been really 
dynamic. One time I met an entire family—the grandparents, parents and 



their two students—walking into the EOU Bookstore. As I was talking with 
the grandfather he said to me, ‘You know a lot about EOU,’ and I said, 
‘Yeah, I work here.’ He asked me what I did and I said, ‘I’m the president.’ 
His response was, ‘No, seriously, what do you do?’ I just love the reactions 
when they learn I’m the president! The first is utter surprise and then there 
is a sense of pride that here, at a university, the grandmas and grandpas, 
the moms and dads and the students themselves, have the opportunity to 
talk with the president and tell him what’s right, what’s wrong, what needs 
to be changed and what should stay the same. The “Coffee with Bob” 
gatherings follow the tradition of going down to the local coffee house and 
talking to people about what’s on their minds. There is no formal program 
or agenda. We’ve done several on campus and in the community and we 
involve our online students and faculty in a virtual “Coffee with Bob.” I’m 
there with a cup of coffee inviting conversation. It’s all about being open 
and transparent, being accessible and talking about the issues, our success-
es and where we’re going with EOU and the opportunities and challenges. I 
cannot get that information in an unfiltered way by staying in my office. 

LH: You, your wife Cindy and daughter Katie recently made a 
$120,000 donation to the EOU Foundation. Why did your family feel 
compelled to give and what will the funds support?

BD: Over the course of the next 15 years, we are going to ask a lot of 
people to give to EOU. We are going to ask them to give financially and 
contribute their time, energy and expertise in support of EOU. We are go-
ing to ask people to give their sons and daughters to us for four years. In or-
der for me to be sincere in those asks I’ve got to be giving and my wife and 
daughter have to be giving. This is also an institution where our gift will 
make a significant difference in the lives of students, faculty and staff. An-
other part of our decision goes back to some of the unique natures of Amer-
ican higher education. The outcome of a college degree is not just about 
a job, it’s about improving society, and as a society we need to help fund 
that cause because in the end it benefits everyone. We chose to support the 

things we believe in and we also looked at the needs of the university. One 
of the greatest needs is to have funds available to students to help offset the 
cost of tuition and help pay for books and other expenses. We also chose 
to support students who are sophomores, juniors and seniors because they 
typically have less scholarship dollars available to them than freshmen. We 
specifically outlined our gift so funds will not necessarily go to the student 
who earns straight A’s, but to the student who has good grades and is doing 
great things in the community and outside of the classroom. Another por-
tion will support faculty projects to help ensure that our professors are the 
best they can be. We also provided support for student organizations, the 
EOU Alumni Association, athletics and the Foundation itself. 

LH: What are your expectations one year from now? 
BD: We will have the beginning of a stable enrollment projection. In 

her presidency, Dixie Lund did a tremendous job of turning our enrollment 
around and this year we are seeing dramatic growth. Right now we have a 
peak and next year I want to see the initial start of our enrollment trend. I 
also want to have a much stronger presence on the West side of Oregon and 

I want the State Board of Higher Education, the Chancellor’s Office and 
the legislature to better understand what we’re all about—that we are dif-
ferent, but we are great. We also have some important hires coming up to 
complete our administrative team and we’ll be offering additional programs 
at some of our centers, such as master’s degrees. 

LH: In October you were formally invested as EOU’s 11th presi-
dent. What is the significance of the investiture ceremony? 

BD: The ceremony is a chance for the university to celebrate its history, 
its traditions and also its future. It is a time for the university community to 
come together and acknowledge our successes and the opportunities ahead 
of us. It is a ritual in higher education to mark the occasion of new begin-
nings and gives us the opportunity to say ‘we are a great university and we 
are working hard.’ It’s wonderful that the investiture was held in conjunc-
tion with Homecoming. Tying the events together sets the right tone and 
sends the message that we are building off the rich history, traditions and 
success of EOU. We’re applying those principles and core values to the 
new paradigm we face. Yes, we will make changes and face tough deci-
sions, but if we learn from our history and look back at EOU in its infancy 
when it established its core mission of access, affordability and engagement 
with the community, it thrived. Let’s return to those roots and apply them 
to the new paradigm and move forward. 

To read more of President Davies’ interview, log on to  
www.eou.edu/president and click on “Q & A with the President.” 
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	 F e a t u r e s

President Davies rides with his family in the 2009 Homecoming Parade. 	  

“. . . if we learn from our history and look 
back at EOU in its infancy when it established 
its core mission of access, affordability and  
engagement with the community, it thrived.”
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President’s Club Members
The Foundation President’s Club is EOU’s most prestigious group of donors. The club includes donors who contribute at least 
$1,000 each year unrestricted, sustaining members who pledge to give for five consecutive years, and lifetime members who have 
given in excess of $20,000 in their lifetime. Unrestricted gifts to the EOU Foundation provide support for student crisis needs, faculty 
professional development, special projects, the Alumni Association and much more. 

Sustaining Membership
Donald and Zola Dunbar
Steven and Mindy Gilmore
Mary Jo and Terry Lemon

Val and Geo Royes
Rod and Sheila Sands
The Honorable Eric and Meg Valentine

Jeffrey and Sandy Wells
Dennis and Pamela Wilkinson

Annual Membership
Julie and John Bodfish
Bob and Sue Coulter
Denver and Jean Ginsey
Joe and Carrie Grover
William E. Gunn
Loris and Leonard Haldorson
John and Deb Howard
Michael and Marilyn Jaeger
Ellen Krieger
G. Pete and Lori Leseberg

Dixie and Ed Lund
James and Judy Lundy
Gail and Jack McAllister
James and Rita McMahan
Abel and Sherry Mendoza
Max Mohammadi
John Patterson
Douglas Reynolds
Evelyn Riggan

Tim and Tressa Seydel
Clara and Ben Stenkamp
Carol Vedder
Debbie and Neil Watterson
Meredith and Jack Wilson
Lila Bishop = 

Jean Neely = 

Emilie Plants = 

Arlene and Jerry Young = 

Mountaineer Booster Club Lifetime Members
The EOU Mountaineer Booster Club established a category for Lifetime Membership in 2005. Lifetime Members have pledged a 
minimum of $10,000 to benefit athletic scholarships.

Lifetime Membership
The Allstott Family
Shane and Kim  Boehm
Daniels Chapel of the Valley
DMC Enterprises Inc./ Don’s Jewelry
Robert and Heather Cashell
Eastern Oregon Rentals and Sales
Frontier Motors, Inc.
Furniture West, Inc.

GCT Land Management Inc.
John J. Howard
Lane Farms Inc
Legacy Ford
Loveland Funeral Chapel
McMahan Family Dentistry
Michael Becker Construction
Mountain West Moving & Storage

R. D. Mac, Inc.
RM Scarfo, Inc.
Shawn Mangum of Edward D. Jones & Company
Short Stop
U.S. Bank of La Grande
Valley Concrete Pumping, LLC
Waldrop Oil

Lifetime Membership
Craig and Kay Braseth
Audrey Carey
Mr. Gordon Cochran
Mike and Susan Daugherty
Joy Dobbin
Rema Fleener

Anonymous
Mac Hoke Family
Bob and Bev Moody
Mountain West Moving & Storage
Loren and Wilma Rae Nebeker
Oregon Agriculture Foundation

Robert Peshall
Roland E. Smith
Anonymous
Robbie Waller
Union County Economic Development Corporation
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The Eastern Oregon University Foundation 
Year in Review

Students have the opportunity to meet scholarship donors at the EOU Foundation's annual 
Tea and Trumpets event. 

Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2008

ASSETS
Cash	 $     960,321
Accrued interest receivable	 577
Investments	 3,907,902
Pledges receivable, net	 121,692
Intangible assets, net	 9,333
			   _____________
Total assets	 $  4,999,825			   _____________			   _____________

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES:
		  Refundable advances	 130,497
			   _____________
Total liabilities	 $      130,497			   _____________			   _____________

NET ASSETS:
	 Unrestricted:
		  Undesignated	 $     317,978
		  Designated by Board for 
		  University capital projects	 52,890
		  Temporarily restricted	 1,686,336
		  Permanently restricted	 2,812,124
			   _____________
Total net assets	 $  4,869,328
			   _____________
Total liabilities and net assets	 $   4,999,825			   _____________			   _____________
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1998	 $1,768,283	
1999	 $2,000,804	
2000	 $1,816,032
2001	 $2,451,321
2002	 $2,702,849
2003	 $2,358,391
2004	 $2,746,730
2005	 $2,921,290
2006	 $3,815,417
2007	 $4,132,521
2008	 $4,869,328

FOUNDATION TOTAL ASSETS
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Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 2008

				    Temporarily	 Permanently
			   Unrestricted	 Restricted	 Restricted	 Total
REVENUE AND GAINS
	 Contributions	 $      605,615	 $     1,302,804	 $     137,043	 $    2,045,462
	 Investment income (loss)	 (265,070)	 (578,462)	 -	 (843,532)
	 Administrative assessments	 18,839	 -	 -	 18,839
	 Special event revenue	 1,192	 8,669	 -	 9,861
	 Other revenue	 7,473	 61,864	 -	 69,337
			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
Total revenues and gains	    368,049	     794,875	      137,043	    1,299,967			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________

NET ASSETS RELEASED FROM RESTRICTIONS
	 Expiration of program and time restrictions	          455,685	 (455,685)	 -	 -
			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
	
Total revenues, gains and other support	          823,734	 339,190	 137,043	 1,299,967
			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
EXPENSES
	 Administrative and general	       96,405	 -	 -	 96,405
	 Fundraising support	 18,060	 -	 -	 18,060
	 Other University support	 448,695	 -	 -	 448,695
			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
Total expenses	    563,160	     -	      -	    563,160			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________

	 Increase (decrease) in net assets	 260,574	 339,190	 137,043	 736,807
	 Net assets, beginning of year	 110,294	 1,347,146	 2,675,081	 4,132,521
			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
	 Net assets, end of year	 $     370,868	 $   1,686,336	 $   2,812,124	 $   4,869,328	 				   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________			   _____________	 _____________	 _____________	 _____________
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1998	 774	
1999	 972	
2000	 1,008
2001	 774
2002	 673
2003	 449
2004	 496
2005	 1,114
2006	 620
2007	 667
2008	 715

EOU FOUNDATION TOTAL DONORS BY YEAR
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1,000,000 - ($1,000,000.00 + )
Anonymous

$100,000 - ($100,000.00 + )
Oregon Agriculture Foundation

$50,000 - ($50,000.00 + )
Bank of America
Union County Economic 
	 Development Corporation

$20,000 - ($20,000.00 + )
La Grande High School Class of 1958

$10,000 - ($10,000.00 + )

City of La Grande
Rema Fleener
James F. & Marion L. Miller Foundation
Mr. Roland E. Smith
Estate of Joanne Strickler

$5,000 - ($5,000.00 + )
Anonymous
Estate of Mary Ellen Paul
Virginia Key
Dixie and Ed Lund
RM Scarfo, Inc.

$2,500 - ($2,500.00 + )
Shane and Kim Boehm
Daniels Chapel of the Valley
Jerry and Alta Deats
Donald and Zola Dunbar
Dr. Sandra K. Ellston
Mr. Guy Francy
Furniture West, Inc.
John and Deb Howard
Juan Young Trust
La Grande Rotary Club
Legacy Ford Lincoln Mercury

Matching Gifts
Boeing Gift Matching Program

Dow Chemical Company Foundation
Global Impact

Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Tektronix Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation Educational 
Matching Gift Program

Supporting the EOU Foundation ensures the university is able to 
continue providing the highest quality education to students at an 
affordable cost. 

Honor Roll of Donors
The EOU Foundation wishes to recognize and thank all of our donors in 2008. The following list recognizes each donor who gave to the 
Foundation, including gifts to the EOU Booster Club, EOU Chamber Choir and many other organizations around campus. Donors are 
listed by the total amount given in 2008.

PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Permanently restricted net assets consist of the following at year end:
PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS:
	 Endowment gifts received	 $    2,751,707
	 Endowment pledges receivable net of allowance for 
		  uncollectable amounts, at estimated present value	 60,417		
			   _____________
Total permanently restricted net assets	 $   2,812,124			   _____________			   _____________

DONORS HAVE PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED NET
ASSETS FOR BENEFIT OF THE FOLLOWING:
	 Academic support	 $       67,272
	 Student aid	 2,576,597
	 Other University support	 168,255		
			   _____________
Total permanently restricted net assets	 $  2,812,124			   _____________			   _____________

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Temporarily restricted net assets consist of the following at year end:
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS:
	 Gifts received	 $    1,636,370
	 Pledges receivable net of allowance for 
	 uncollectable amounts, at estimated present value	 49,966		
			   _____________
Total temporarily restricted net assets	 $   1,686,336			   _____________			   _____________

DONORS HAVE TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET
ASSETS FOR BENEFIT OF THE FOLLOWING:
	 Academic support	 $       116,003
	 Student aid	 1,425,737
	 Other University support	 144,596
			   _____________
Total permanently restricted net assets	 $  1,686,336			   _____________			   _____________
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Gene Noland
Oregon Health & Sciences University
Soroptimist International of La Grande 
Foundation
State of Oregon
James and Connie Voelz

$1,000 - ($1,000.00 + )
Mike and Bobbie Allstott
Peggy Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Avista Foundation
Les and Carol Balsiger
Buggsi Hospitality Group
Rob and Heather Cashell
Bob and Sue Coulter
Mike and Susan Daugherty
Marilyn Ewing
Capt. and Mrs. Michael Ferguson
Frontier Motors, Inc.
Jim and Nancy Garrett
GCT Land Management Inc.
Dave and Carolyn Gilbert
Steven and Mindy Gilmore
Grande Ronde Sign Co.
William E. Gunn
Tom and Emily Insko
Michael and Marilyn Jaeger
John J. Howard & Associates Real Estate
Kimmel Athletic
Ellen Krieger
La Grande Country Club
La Grande Tiger Boosters
Mary Jo and Terry Lemon
Les Schwab Tires - La Grande
G. Pete and Lori Leseberg
Jim and Judy Lundy
Gail and Jack McAllister
McMahan Family Dentistry
James and Rita McMahan
Abel and Sherry Mendoza
Moffit Bros. LLC
Bob and Bev Moody
Jean Neely
Robert and Mavis Olsen
John Patterson
Lanetta S. Paul
Bob Peshall

Dave and Judy Rama
Douglas Reynolds
Val and G Royes
Rod and Sheila Sands
Tim and Tressa Seydel
Shawn Mangum of 
	 Edward D. Jones & Company
Short Stop
Clara and Ben Stenkamp
The Honorable Eric and Meg Valentine
Valley Concrete Pumping, LLC
Debbie and Neil Watterson
Dennis and Pamela Wilkinson
Arlene and Jerry Young

$500 - ($500.00 + )
Alegre Travel
American String Teachers Assn.
Anonymous
Anonymous
Brian and Teresa Biddle
Anne Billing
Patricia McManus Brand
Paul and Judy Champoux
Rebecca and Harry Collman
Muriel Danforth
Art and Deniece Derbyshire
Donna and Bob Detrick
DMC Enterprises Inc.
Kevin and Jeanne Dunn
Domino’s Pizza, Inc.
Fins and Feathers Tackle
Josie and Rollie Heath
Steven Hunsaker
Brian and Carol Kruse
Carol and Dale Lauritzen
Ryan and Julianna Looney
Pat McPherren
Robert and Connie Meier
Michael Becker Construction
Anne and Gary Olson
Oregon Department of Transportation
Ronald and Linda Palmer
Chloe and Frank Pearson
Dr. E. Robert and Shirley Quinn
Riverside Greens
Michael Rosenbaum
Marlene Schmitt
Seydel, Lewis, Poe, 
	 Moeller, & Gunderson, LLC
Kermit and Linda Stine
Waldrop Oil
Margaret Weatherspoon
Western Communications, Inc.

$250 - ($250.00 + )
Aramark Dining Services
Phyllis and Fred Arnst
Marie Balaban
Douglas Bansch
Joan Bates
Gary and Sheila Bores
Craig and Kay Braseth
Robert and Xana Brice
Mary Brock
Gary and Charlotte Brockway
Stacy Burton

Ellen Caldwell
Patrice Caldwell
Michael and Sandra Cannon
Karen Carter
Thomas and Peggy Cashell
Moe and Lynda Chester
Camille Consolvo and Mike Dannells
Matthew Cooper and Sharon Porter
Chris Cronin
Bernard and Jean Damon
Mr. Jack Daugherty
DCT Controls Inc.
Richard and Cindy Finlayson
Bryan and Sheryl Fisher
Fitzgerald Flowers
Walter and Velva Fulton
Caroline Glassman
Grande Ronde Chiropractic Center
Harbor Financial Services
Wayne and Patty Herron
Mike Hink
Edward Holter
Lee and Beth Insko
Pat and Joan Kelly
Holly and John Kerfoot
Kevin Reed Agency, Inc.
Mary Koza
John Kruesi
La Grande Inn
Sandy and Jack Lane
Hyland and Alycia Lee
Bud and Lorene Lewis
Long Island Rail Road
Lisa Mangum
Jim and Rita McMahan
Mary Ann and James Miller
Sarah and David Moore
Fred and Marla Morscheck
The Oregon Community Foundation
Gene and Gerry Palmer
Drinda Preston
Norris and Lucy Preyer
Shirley and Chris Roberts
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation #81 La 
Grande Chapter
Scott and Lela Rosin
Safeway, Inc.
Scott’s Heating & Air Conditioning
Linda Settje
Jim and Judy Seydel
William and Lisa Shumway
Jeffrey Smith
Scott and Christine Smith
Dennis and Patti Spray
Brian and Marci Stark
Steve LaPrelle’s Construction Inc.
Charles and Andrea Stine
Steven and Carol Tanaka
Robert and Maria Anne Tolar
Jim and Colleen Tooke
Marie and Mark Wyzgala

$100 - ($100.00 + )
Trudy and Dick Abrams
Margie Addleman
Ken Akers
Sharen and Stephen Anderson

Anderson, Perry & Associates, Inc.
Michael and Adelaide Andrews
Mr. Gary Anger
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
John and Lois Barry
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Basso
Jeannette Baum
William Benson
Donna and Arleigh Berget
Harold Blank
Blue Mountain District of Oregon Music 
Teachers Association
Biruta Bonanno
Kathryn Boula
Mary and Mark Bousquet
Susan Boyd
Regina Braker and John McCallum
Tracy Brault
Susan Briggs
Broken Circle Ranch
Bob and Candy Brooks
Ann Brown
Gerda Brownton
Joan Caldwell
CAM Credits, Inc.
Doug and Carol Campbell
Douglas and Carol Campbell
Audrey Carey
Bud and Annie Carpeneti
Colleen and Eddie Cascio-Dunne
Wanda and Dale Case
Patricia Cashell
Rich Cason
Central Oregon Combined Federal 
Campaign
Century 21-Eagle Cap Realty
Barbara and Royce Chadwick
Mrs. Orella Chadwick
Dr. Kenneth and Ellen Chasteen
Bud and Elaine Cockrell
Constance and John Collins
Richard and Debby Comstock
Elizabeth Cooper
Owen Cotter
Jim Courtney
Thomas and Beth Crow
Curves
Tim and Margaret Daly
Leroy and Mary Damewood
Flo Davidson
Lane and William DeMastus
Gregg and Linda Densmore
Walter and Janice Dickenson
Justin and Gabrielle Diedrick
Dick Dillon
Janet Dodson
John and Jena Doherty
Randy and Cheeta Dolven
Mrs. Ethel Dorn
Dr. Lorah Dorn
Dr. Gregg S. Densmore, M.D.
Arlene Dunn
T. S. Elliott
Equity Foundation, Inc.

2008 Memorial Gifts
In memory of Horton K. Andrews

In memory of Mary Jo Curtis
In memory of Harold “Shorty” Dorn

In memory of Carlos Easley
In memory of Carl Ellston

In memory of Douglas Eustace
In memory of George Fleshman

In memory of Laura Garrett
In memory of Amy Glaze

In memory of David Mayes
In memory of Louise Miller

In memory of Don Paul
In memory of Bob Patterson

In memory of Susan Van Schoonhoven
In memory of Kate Talbott
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Tony Joe Escalera
Guadalupe Escobedo
Douglas and Janet Eustace
Mr. Denny G. Evans
Evergreen Health and 
	 Rehabilitation Center
Marilyn and Peter Fallow
Janet Figg
Jan and Steve Foltz
Jeffrey and Helen L. Ford
Claudia Fredricks
Janis Friedly
Bob and Barb Fritz
Robert and Shirley Fullerton
Mike Gallegos
Ken and Elaine German
Susan Gerry
Charlene and Ralph Giuffre
Dennis and Martha Glaser
Barbara Gonsalves
Mr. Robert S. Grable
Rosemary and Alan Guttridge
Jimmie and Geri Hall
Bob and Marie Hall
Ellen Hamill
Gene Hand
H. Jack Harmon
Mark and Linda Harris
Harry Hartley
Leslie and Joel Hasse
Margaret Head
Wayne Herald
Hermann Financial Services
Bill and Jodi Hermann
Nellie and Richard Hibbert

Flint Holland
James and Sue Hottois
Linda and Steve Howland
Dr. Roy W. Hurst
Ray and Betty Hyde
Island West Enterprises L.L.C.
JLG Builders
Annette Johnson
Connie and David Johnson
Garry Journey
Kristine Keller
Karen Keltz
Leonard and Mary Kennedy
KJK Ranch
Emi A. Koe
Andrew and Zona Koopman
Koza Family Dental Care
Ted and Karyl Kramer
Jim and Mary Kretschmer
Stephen Krogsrud
Carol and Laurence Kroll
Gary and Gay Kuykendall
Jon and Kristen Larkin
June Leafgren
Vickie Leavitt
Vickie and Gary Lee
Loveland Funeral Chapel
Judith Lutz
David and Ginger Mackie
Rob and Joan Madsen
Dale and Ginny Mammen
Shawn and Lisa Mangum
Sharon and Wayne Mascia
Mark Mathes
Carol and John May
Patty McClure
Michael and Linda McCoy
McGlasson’s Stationery LLC
Michael McInnis and Jeanette Phelps
Margaret and George Mead
Kirby Mills
Karen and James Momyer
Ruben and Judith Moore
Mountain West Moving & Storage
Sherry and Jeffrey Nakano
Patrick Nearing and Barbara Zukin
Neva Neill
Lyle and Suzanne Nelson
R. and R. Niederer
Craig and Elena Nightingale
Gordon and Sandy Northrup
Oregon Trail Electric 
	 Consumers Cooperative
Alan Patten
Mary Jean Pedersen
Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.
Ernie Perkins
Marlene Perkins
Ron Perkins
Casey Peters
Tony Peterson
David and Marjorie Pidcock
Howard and Genevieve Pidcock
Michael and Josette Poe
Carolyn Prescott

John and Becky Preston
Thomas and Gayle Ragsdale
Gerald Ramey
Red Cross Drug Store
Adam and Ashley Reese
Judy Remick
Rhodes Construction
Richard J. Holecek, M.D.
Marilyn and Rupert Ridgeway
Romano and Linda Romani
Patricia Romine
James and Mary Rose
Christopher Rowe
Julie and Arnie Saltvick
Darlene and William Saunders
Doc and Mickey Savage
Karen Schimmel
Robert and Susan Schlimgen
Jerry and Elaine Sherwood
Wayne and Ernestine Simonis
Christy Smith
Greg and Sherri Smith
Lorna Spain
Jolynne and John Spencer
Tonia St. Germain and Kenneth Bush
Howie and Jennifer Stalwick
Heather and Stephen Stanhope
Ronnda Stapleton
Dr. Bradford and Anne Stephens
Steven Joseph PC Atty
Wes Stickney
David and Sherry Stirewalt
Sundowner Mobile Home Park
Luke Swanson
Gordon and Rhonda Syphers
Theodore Taylor and Denise Stone
Bob and Francis Terry
The Community Foundation
John Thurber and Janet Cremin
Glenn and Peggi Timm
Cherry L Tinker
Diane Tomono
John Townsend
Don Tuttle
Kerry Tweit
Ellie and Rick Tymer
Tiffany Ulmer
Union Pacific Matching Gifts Program
Upper Glass Window Cleaning
Valley Realty
Valley Rentals, LLC
Carol Vedder
Sam and Evalyn Jo Vermilyea
Chris Vogt
Sharon and Brian Waldrop
Tim Wallender
Jan and Jody Ward
Charlotte and Warner Wasley
Wheatland Insurance Center, Inc.
Kathleen Wheeler
Tyler Whitmire
Wes and Lynn Whittemore
Robert W. Wilkins
Carol Wiseley
Jim and Joanne Wiseman

Sarah and Joseph Witte
Ardythe and Duane Wood
Dale and Lorrine Wordelman
Peter Wordelman and Lisa Ladendorff
J. C. Wright
YI Farms, Inc.

50 - ($1.00 + )
Sara Ahola
Albertsons’ Grocery Store
Bruce and Kathryn Anderson
Kent Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Julie and Bob Armstrong
Charles Arvidson
Virgil Bailey
Mr. Joseph E. Baird
Carol and Curtis Bakker
Linda Bannister
Douglas and Diane Barnes
Ellen Barton
Meg and Jon Bassett
Valdez and Betty Bates
Ms. Loretta L. Beeson
Carrie and Ross Bingaman
Linda and Martin Birnbaum
Klesha Black
Melissa Bonanno
Sandra and James Boren
Kenneth and Karen Bork
Linda Bowman
Quentin and Phyllis Bowman
Dick and Pat Brandl
Bernie and Harvey Brewer
Deborah and John Broome
Carlton Jackson Brown
Mary Ruth and Theodore Brown
Ronald W. Brown
Molly and Norman Burke
Patrick and Kathleen Burke
Ella Burks
Elizabeth and Daniel Burton
Laura and Sam Byrnes
Lana Cable
Kay and Jim Carlson
Lorie and Tod Case
James and Carol Chapman
Nancy Christensen
Jeff and Ginger Church
Charles and Joyce Coate
Jason and Amy Cody
Con-Cal Inc. DBA 
	 Calculations Bookkeeping
Jaime and Anna Contreras
Ross and Sheila Cook
Eric Coon
Marguerite Cooney
Dan and Theresa Cornett
Cheryl Cosgrove and Douglas Ross
Sheila Costigan and Michael Berglund
Carol Counsell
Couse Creek Ranches, Inc.
Kirk and Kathryn Creech

Honor Roll of Donors  cont.

Gifts to the EOU Foundation help 
support faculty research which provides 
undergraduates hands-on learning in 
multiple fields of study. 
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Erin Culley
Jean Cuthbert
Kathleen Dahl
Gloria Dakin
Barbara and Richard Daniel
Christopher and Lisa Dantic
William and Sharon DeLashmutt
Joella DeVillier
Steven Dexter
Thomas Dimond
Mona Dinger
Richard Domey and Diane Gillespie
Elsie Donaldson
Christina and Steven Dowdy
Laura Duvall
Terry Edvalson and Pat Blanchard
Sam and Jason Eggert
Loretta Ellenburg
Korth and Joan Elliott
Myrna Elmore
OJ Endicott
Shane and Angela Essency
R. H. and Amelia Ettinger
Dorothy Evans
Sharon and Jerome Evoy
Billie Fetz
Scott and Nancy Findholt
Lorri and Ricky Fischer
Mrs. Dorothy J. Fleshman
Bob and Barbara Foree
Forest Horse
Hedwig and Phil Fredrickson
Roderick French
Lou and Gayla Freter
David and Theresa Fuhrman
Evelyn Fuller
Bruce and Neena Gabrielle
Virginia Gaffney
Ken Gannon
Mary Helen and George Garoutte
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gayman
Kara Gebhardt
Marcene Gerlach
Samuel Ghrist
Carolyn Giles
Theresa and Charles Gillis
Timothy and Linda Gleeson
Patricia Goodin-Lucore
Kenneth and Susan Gordon
Lory Graham and Dennis Law
James and Vicki Grammer
Jackie and Steven Grant
Mary Graven
Gordon and Kathy Gregersen
Grocery Outlet
Joe and Carrie Grover
Don and Adrienne Hagey
Sarah Hall
Alison Hamm
Ann E. Haran
Ralph and Phyllis Hart
George Hastings and Iliana Semmler
James Hatch
Fran Hayden
Diane Hedrick
Shila Helmer
Graham and Barbara Hicks

Marjie Hicks
Sheri Higa
Patty Hindman
Gary and Sharon Holmes
William and Florence Howell
Paul and Mary Hughes
Anita and Tom Hutchison
Mr. Richard D. Hutchison
Mary and Jim Ingram
Colleen and Jeff Johnson
Jack and Patricia Johnson
Jeff and Colleen Johnson
Judith and John Johnson
Mary and Dee Wayne Johnson
Eula Mae Jones
Sharon and Gene Jones
Douglas Kaigler and Melissa Over
Mark and Mary Karl
David and Flossie Keeler

Patricia Kellogg
Cinnamon Kettering
Penny and Gary Kiep
Karen and Dave King
Nita and Dan Kinney
Estate of Irma Klinghammer
David and Marilyn Knight
Kathryn and George Knight
Judd and Kathleen Koehn
David Komito
Kenneth and Arlene Koon
Ken and Beccy Kramer
Susan Landsverk
Gary and Diane Langlitz
Terri and John Larson
Dennis and Teresa Lawrence
Blanche and Emery Leonard
Leon and Janet Leonard
Ken and Rose Lilly
Lee Lindsey
Virginia and R A. Linkenoker
Nicholas Listek
Carri Lyda and George Lucier
Charles Lyons and Dianne Gray
Tom and Suzanne Madden
Harvey Maidhoff
James and Shirley Mallon
Bill and Terri Marr

William and Betty Martin
Larry and Millissa Masters
Amy Jo Maurer
Frances McCall
Tanya McConnell
Sally and Mike McCraw
Cindy and Stan McDonald
Michael McGuire
John McKinnon
Carol McNally
Lisa McNally
Phil and Dolores Mendiguren
Mary Miller
Greg Monahan
Shannon and Robert Moon
Karen and Douglas Morton
Cory Nelson
Sue and George Nelson
Bryon and Linda Ng
Obsidian Urgent Care
Patricia A. Odom
Darren and Joli Olson
Eric Olson
Dale O’Malley
Dorothy and Lewis O’Mohundro
Robin and Robert Ostermann
Gerald and Susan Ostrer
Linda B. Overlock
Toni Painter
Janice and Dwayne Palumbo
Layton Park
Annette Parsons
Mr. Alan Paskoff
Garrett and Rosalyn Passos
Paustian Bookkeeping 
	 DBA Calculations Bookkeeping
Scott and Lillian Payne
Linda and James Peck
Clark and Judy Peterson
Linda and John Peterson
Joe and Cathy Petrusek
Ronald and Martha Pettichord
Cecilia Pick
Rolfe and Joann Pitts
Ilana Porzecanski
Vernon and Mary Pound
Rosemary Powers
Delbert Pratt
Barbara Price
Joanne Price
Mrs. Audrey Puscas
Peter and Mary Lou Quaid
Sarah Rankin
Amy Rankin-Malloy
Grady and Kathleen Rawls
Kerrie Regimbal
Arthur Reiff
Mary and Gary Richards
Della and Jerry Richman
Rand Rietmann
John Rinehart
Lisa Robertson
Ruby and Dean Rohde
Natasha Roth
Margaret and Earle Rother
Jack and Grace Rye
T. Patrick and Alicia Sanchez

Prof. Sam C. Saunders
Jean and Steven Schiewe
Harris Shelton and Mary Ellen LaBerge
Nasser Shoaee and Terri Chandler
LaurieAnn Shoemaker
Randy and Diana Siltanen
Nikki and Ken Skipper
Michael Sleight
Clay and Sharon Smith
Nathan and Joyce Smith
Craig Smith-Dixon
Teresa and Craig Smith-Dixon
Kim Sorenson
Wayne and Vickie Spencer
Kathryn Spring
Mary and Robert Sproed
Maria St. Germain
Betty Stewart
Steve Stofiel
Keith and Cheryl Stubblefield
Sarah Swanson
Reba Tanner
Lisa Taylor
Rebecca Teeter
Ingrid and Michael Thamert
Terry and Kathreen Thimmes
Jenelle Thomas
Cheryl Thornton
Josephine Topholm
Gloria and Chen Tsai
Dane Tudhope-Locklear
Judy Tunell
Suzan Turley
Jane Ujhazi
Union County Chamber of Commerce
United Way of Deschutes County
Gary Wade and Marlis Rufener
Ryan Warner
Marilyn and Jack Watts
Matthew Wells and Margaret McGladrey
Jeffrey Weymouth
Petrina White
Sally and Michael Wiens
Lorna and Mark Williamson
Sara Jane Williamson-Shoup
Jackie Willmarth
Sarah J. Wilmot
Betty Wiseman
Deborah Withrow
Mitch and Sue Wolgamott
Erin Workman
Florence Workman
Bret and Linda Young
Cynthia and Chris Young-Bolek
Marie Youngren
Harriet and Orville Zollman

Gifts-in-kind
Cuda Buffalo Apparel

Marilyn Ewing
Fitzgerald Flowers

Mr. Guy Francy
Grocery Outlet

Grande Ronde Sign Co.
John J. Howard & Associates Real Estate

Holly and John Kerfoot
Virginia Key

La Grande Tiger Boosters
Max Mohammadi
Moffit Bros. LLC

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.
Michael Rosenbaum

Safeway, Inc.
Anonymous

Union County Economic Development 
Corporation
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EOU honors alumni during Homecoming
Each year EOU salutes the accomplishments and contributions of alumni during Homecoming. The recipients 
of the 2009 Alumni Awards were honored at a reception and ceremony held Oct. 16. 

James Rose, 
Distinguished Alumni Award

James Rose, of Portland, first began his 
career as a student at Eastern Oregon College in 
1944. The 17-year-old took a leave of absence 
from his studies to serve in the U.S. Air Force, 
returning after a three-year tour to earn his 
teaching certificate in 1951 and a bachelor’s of 
science degree in elementary education in 1953. 
He received his doctorate in education from 

the University of Oregon in 1967. Now a professor of education emeritus 
at the University of Colorado-Boulder, Rose got his start in teaching in the 
Milton-Freewater and Junction City school districts. He later moved to Lake 
Oswego where he served as a classroom teacher, school principal and as-
sistant superintendent of schools for seven years. He has directed numerous 
education development projects and served on national boards. His expertise 
took him overseas as an education consultant working in the Philippines, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and China. Following his retirement in 1986, 
Rose continued to consult internationally on projects in The Gambia, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan and Laos. 

Craig Braseth, 
Dixie Lund Service Award

Craig Braseth, of La Grande, is a founding 
member of the EOU Mountaineer Booster Club 
and is serving his seventh consecutive year as 
the club’s president. In 1999, he joined other 
key community members to form the Booster 
Club as a way to help foster a connection with 
the community to support student athletes at 
EOU. In the past five years the Booster Club 
has awarded $180,000 in scholarships for 

student-athletes, and under Braseth’s leadership the club has established a 
solid endowment for scholarships with 26 lifetime memberships. Braseth 
is the owner of Mountain West Moving and Storage Company and he often 
employs students who have received Booster Club scholarships. He is 
involved with countless other organizations that help young people succeed 
and his business is a major sponsor for the United Way of Eastern Oregon 
Tradition Golf Tournament. 

Gerald Young, 
Dixie Lund Service Award 
(posthumous)

Gerald Young served EOU for more than 
three decades as a faculty member, dean and 
later as president of the EOU Foundation. He 
passed away April 29 of lymphoma at the age 
of 76. Young was born and raised in the La 
Grande area and his family has deep roots in 
the Grande Ronde Valley. He graduated from 

La Grande High School in 1951 and attended Eastern Oregon State Col-
lege for two years. He later attended Oregon State University, earning a 
degree in agriculture in 1955, followed by a Ph.D. in general science with a 
chemistry emphasis in 1969. Young joined Eastern’s faculty as a chemistry 
professor in 1959 and later became division head of the science department 
and then dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. After retiring in 1995, 
Young continued serving EOU. He was a member of the EOU Foundation 
and part of the recent presidential search committee. On the civic front 
Young was also ever present and was a member of numerous boards and 
outreach organizations. 

The EOU Athletic Department also inducted the following new mem-
bers into the Mountaineer Hall of Fame: 

Sean Nesbitt, cross-country/track and field (1993-97)
Ron Scott, baseball (1967-71)
Steve Carter, baseball (1970-72)
Roger Rada, football (1970-71)
Greg Nelson, wrestling (1968-72)

Nominations open for 2010 awards!
 
Help us honor outstanding EOU alumni and friends by 
nominating someone today! Nominations will be accepted 
through June 1, 2010. For more information visit
www.eou.edu/alumni/awards.html. 



F a l l / W i n t e r  2 0 0 9 - 1 0  –  T h e  M o u n t a i n e e r 	 1 3

	A  l u m n i  U p d a t e s

Mountaineer Tracks
Greetings from the 
Alumni Association

Dear Alumni, Friends and Supporters, 
On behalf of the officers and Board of 

Directors of the EOU Alumni Association, 
I bring you our warmest regards and best 
wishes! It has been my honor and privilege to 

serve this past year as president of the association and I look forward to the 
second year of my term with both enthusiasm and humility. 

I chose to attend Eastern as an undergraduate because of the opportuni-
ties it provided to be engaged in the life of the campus, to get to know 
faculty and staff and have them take interest in me as an individual, and the 
opportunity to excel both academically and personally. I believe many of us 
as alumni shared this experience of EOU as an academic family. We expect 
future generations of students to have a similar collegiate experience of 
access and opportunity as we enjoyed.  Having spent 31 years as a profes-
sional in student services at this university, I can say the things we loved 
most about Eastern still thrive. The resilience of the university even in these 
challenging times is inspiring. As alumni we can be especially proud of our 
institution, the achievements of our faculty, the curricular and co-curricular 
successes of our students, and the servant leadership role EOU assumes 
throughout our region. Go Mountaineers!

The members of the Board of Directors and officers of the association 
are a wonderful group of people who are dedicated in their service to EOU 
and the alumni who are a cherished part of the university family. I wish to 
acknowledge their contributions and express my sincere appreciation for 
their involvement. The door is open for those alumni who wish to remain 
engaged in their alma mater, whether it is as a volunteer, a scholarship 
donor, or by staying connected with classmates and friends through at-
tendance at one of the many regional events sponsored by the association 
throughout the year. You are always warmly welcomed and appreciated. 
As alumni you are important to the success of the university and I strongly 
encourage you to stay connected. 

Visit www.eou.edu/alumni and update your information, check out the 
calendar of events, and most importantly, join us when you can. I hope to 
have the opportunity to see you in the near future.

Sincerely,

Michael S. Daugherty, ’74
President, EOU Alumni Association

Class notes
�

1940s
June Leafgren, ’49,  is searching 

for others who attended Eastern Oregon 
College during the same time. Contact 
the Alumni Programs Office at (541) 
962-3740 or e-mail alumni@eou.edu. 

1960s
Bill Lewis, ’66, ’67,  taught art in 

La Grande and John Day and retired in 
Bend where he started his own business 
“Artsmart Packs - Art Lessons in a Box.” 

1980s
Thomas J. Hironaka, ’80, 

transferred from Seattle Pacific’s head 
basketball coach to WSU’s assistant 
men’s basketball coach. 

Lori L. Fischer, ’81, has been 
teaching for 25 years at Enterprise 
Elementary School. She and husband 
Rick commend their daughters for 
continuing the EOU tradition. Lynna 
graduated from EOU in 2006 and Alyse 
in 2008. Both are employed in Idaho as 
educators.

Ginger Kennedy, ’81, retired from 
education in 2004. Since her retirement, 
she volunteers and takes classes to keep 
current in education. Her son, Johnathan, 
is at COCC in Bend pursuing an A.A. in 
criminal Justice. Her daughter, Kayla, 
will graduate in 2010 from Brookings 
Harbor and plans to attend OSU. 

Ryan L. Wardell, ’81, and his wife, 
Cheryl (attended) live in Hillsboro. They 
have two sons - Cole and Caleb. Ryan is 
Category Manager for Pacific Seafood. 
Cheryl is a physical education/health 
teacher in the Beaverton School District.

Eric R. DeLora, ’83, ’90, is 
currently the arts instructor at the 
Maybeck High School in Berkeley, Ca., 
teaching theatre production, acting, film, 
music history and theatre history.

Cheryl (Bayne) Landes, ’84, was 
recognized as an Associate Fellow 
at an honors 
banquet sponsored 
by the Society 
for Technical 
Communication, 
(STC), at its 
international conference in Atlanta 
in May. After graduating from EOU, 
Landes completed a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism at the University of 
Oregon and moved into a career as 
a technical writer. For more than 18 
years she has worked in a variety 
of industries, including computer 
software development, HVAC, marine 
transportation and Internet technologies. 
Landes has also published more than 100 
Northwest travel and history articles and 
three books. She is the owner of Tabby 
Cat Communications in Seattle and 
is currently studying for a Ph.D. from 
Capella University. 

Jack Lane, ’86, and his wife Sandy 
(attended), live in Moscow, Idaho. They 
love to boat, fish, hike and visit friends 
from EOU. Jack tries hard to return for 
Homecoming every year and he invites 
old friends and teammates to join him 
as Boosters for the Athletic Department. 
Sandy and Jack met at EOU and married 
before their senior year, so EOU holds 
a special place in their hearts. Jack has 
been retired since 2002 and enjoys all 
outdoor activities and returning to EOU 
as much as possible.

The Mountaineer Tracks are compiled from update forms that 
alumni send to EOU. If you’d like to share news, visit the EOU 
alumni Web page at www.eou.edu/alumni, update your address and 
enter your news in the “Mountaineer Tracks Update” box. We’ll 
print as many updates as space allows!
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2000s
Stacy M. Chilton, ’02, graduated with 

her doctorate in chiropractics from Palmer 
college in 2008. She will be starting a clinic 
in Longview, Wash., the summer of 2009. 

Michael R. Eby, ’08, former EOU 
standout was named the Defensive Rookie of 
the Year in the IFL.  

Births�
Dashiell Brown was born Nov. 3, 2008 

to Lori Brown, ’95, and Shaun Brown in 
Salem. He joins big 
sister, Clara, who 
turned three in Sept. 

2009. 

Jonah Lyman was born Sept. 15, 2007 
to Courtney and Jason Lyman, ’01, of 
Enterprise. 

Aissa Elizabeth Anne was born Jan. 27, 
2009 to Sherri and Kyle Erkel, ’98, in 
Iowa City. 

Matthew Mitchell Neilson was born April 
3, 2009 to Jennifer and Mitchell Neilson, 
’01, in Hillsboro. 

Claire Elizabeth Fullenwider was born 
May 14, 2009 to Lindsey M. Fullenwider, 
’00, in Gresham.

 
Weddings & 
Engagements
�

Connie Nelson, ’99, and Derek Kruse 
were married April 19, 2008. The bride 

is a graduate of La 
Grande High School 
and is the area market 
director for Jenny 
Craig Weight Loss 
Corporation. She 
is the daughter of 

Suzanne Nelson, ’70, and Lyle Nelson, 
faculty, ’69-80. The groom is a graduate 

of Wilsonville High School and is the 
service department manager for Assisted 
Technology Group Rehab in Milwaukie and 
Bellevue. The couple has made their home in 
Oregon City. 

Obituaries�
Gordon B. Faires, ’33, passed away 

April 22, 2009, at the Odd Fellows Home; 
he was 98. Gordon is survived by his three 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. Gordon was preceded 
in death by his wife, daughter and siblings.

Matthew Peter Higgins died April 26, 
2009, after a four-year battle with cancer. 
He was 55. Matthew was born in Baker City 
on April 9, 1954. He attended St. Francis 
Academy and Baker High School, EOU and 
OSU, graduating in 1978 with a degree in 
forest management. 

Marell Huntsman, ’35, was born July 
27, 1916 at Mt. Glen, Oregon to Appy and 
C. Ella Waite. She passed away July 17, 
2009 in Boise, Idaho just shy of her 93rd 
birthday. Marell went to EOU when it was 
called Eastern Oregon Normal School 
and graduated with a life time teaching 
certificate. She taught school for 5 years in 
a one room school and then married Conrad 
C. Huntsman in 1942. They had 5 sons and 
5 daughters, most who attended EOC with 
several graduating from the institution. 
The Huntsmans raised their children in La 
Grande and then 25 years ago moved to 
Boise to work in the LDS Temple located 
there. She is survived by 9 of her children, 
51 grandchildren and 71 great grandchildren. 

George W. Jones,’50, passed away 
on May 16, 2009. He was 88. George is 
survived by wife Louise, daughter Kristy 
Jones and three grandchildren, Caleb, Kylie 
and Kinleigh Jones. 

Janet M. Taylor, ’51, passed away 
Jan. 6, 2009 at St. Anthony’s Hospital in 
Pendleton. Janet Maud Culp Taylor was 
born in Payette, Idaho. She was the fourth 
of six children born to George and Johannah 
Culp. Janet was raised on the family farm 
outside Vale. She graduated from Vale Union 
High School in 1948 and went on to attend 
college at Eastern Oregon College, where 
she received her teaching certificate. While 
at college, she met and married Thomas 

William Taylor of North Powder. They were 
married June 17, 1951. 

Steven M. Lyell, ’69, died January 16 
at the age of 61. Steve was born May 20, 
1947, in La Grande. He graduated from 
La Grande High School in 1965 and from 
Eastern Oregon College in 1969. He finished 
his master’s degree in counseling from the 
University of Oregon in 1974. Steve was 
married 36 years to the love of his life, 
Jean Baker. He taught school in La Grande 
prior to moving to Dallas in 1977. He was 
a guidance counselor at Dallas High School 
fro 19 years, helping students with their 
schedules, graduation requirements and 
applying for scholarships. Steve finished his 
teaching career at LaCreole Middle School 
where he taught sixth grade, including 
speech, social studies, history and drama. 
Steve also coached his daughters in softball 
and coached the high school golf team. He 
joined the Dallas Volunteer Fire Department 
in 1981 and received the rookie of the year 
award in 1982. He became an engineer 
and later a captain. Steve enjoyed riding 
motorcycles. He rode to Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally in 2003 with several friends from 
Dallas. 

James F. Holton, ’69, passed away on 
Sunday, April 5, in Pacific City, Ore., of 
natural causes. He was 66. Jim is survived 
by his wife Verla and their children, stepson, 
his mother and his sister.

Mary E. Goode,’87, Mary passed away 
from cancer at home on Sunday, April 
26, 2009. She was preceded in death by 
parents, and brothers. Mary is survived by 
her husband of 30 years, son, and daughter, 
granddaughter and brothers. 

Jon E. Christensen, ’88, died on 
January 6 at the age of 44. Jon was born 
December 17, 1964, to Gail Wickan and 
Richard Christensen in Portland. Jon grew 
up in Corvallis and moved to La Grande 
his senior year of high school, graduating 
with the class of 1983. He attended Eastern 
Oregon State College, earning a bachelor 
of science degree in chemistry with a minor 
in geology in 1988. Jon married his high 
school sweetheart, Kathy Gilmore, on March 
26, 1988. The couple moved to Tri-Cities 
in 1989 where Jon worked as a chemist for 
Westinghouse Hanford Co. for six years. Jon 
enjoyed golfing, hunting and shooting with 
his sons, brothers, and brother-in-law. 

William “Bill” Henry Spence, Jr., ’69, 
of Dallas, died Jan. 21, 2009. He was born 
in Wallowa to William H. Spence, Sr., and 
Mina E. Allen Spence. His grandparents 
homesteaded in Wallowa County in the 
1880s. Bill grew up in Enterprise and 
graduated from high school in 1935. He 
joined the Navy in 1941 and after the war he 
was selected for appointment to the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis. He declined and 
returned to Enterprise and purchased an 
80-acre farm. Bill married Elizabeth Cook 
in 1947 and the couple made their home on 
a dairy farm on Alder Slope. At the age of 
48, Bill enrolled at Eastern Oregon College 
with the intent to pursue a career in teaching. 
He completed his degree in three years and 
taught fifth-grade in Joseph for 12 years. In 
1985 the couple sold their farm and moved 
to Dallas to be closer to family. 

Georgia Viola Anderson, of Seal Rock, 
Ore., passed away Jan. 15, 2009 in Waldport.  
She was 91. Born to Irving Hamilton Jones 
and Rhoda Elizabeth Stout Jones in Mitchell, 
Ore., Georgia attended Monmouth Normal 
School and graduated from Linfield College 
in 1937. Georgia went on to earn a master’s 
degree in nursing from Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland in 1940. Later, 
while heading the Student Health Services 
at Eastern Oregon College, she became a 
nurse practitioner. She married Eric Bjorn 
Osterholme and together they had five 
children. The family settled in Astoria where 
Georgia was the administrator for St. Mary’s 
Hospital. In 1958 Georgia moved to La 
Grande to run the Eastern Oregon Student 
Health Services and teach classes. She 
retired from the college in 1977. That same 
year she married James L. Smith and moved 
to Clatskanie, Sweet Home and finally 
Seal Rock. After James’ death, she married 
Houston Anderson. 

Gerald Young served EOU for more than 
three decades as a faculty member, dean and 

later as president of 
the EOU Foundation. 
He passed away 
April 29, 2009, of 
lymphoma at the age 
of 76. Young was born 

and raised in the La Grande area and his 
family has deep roots in the Grande Ronde 
Valley. He graduated from La Grande High 
School in 1951. A member of his graduating 
class was Arlene Anderson, whom he 
married in 1955. The couple celebrated 
their 53rd anniversary last summer. Young 
attended Eastern Oregon State College for 
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two years and earned a degree in agriculture 
from Oregon State University in 1955 and 
a Ph.D. in general science with a chemistry 
emphasis in 1969. Young joined Eastern’s 
faculty as a chemistry professor in 1959 and 
later became division head of the science 
department and then dean of the School of 
Arts and Sciences. After retiring in 1995, 
Young continued serving EOU. He was a 
member of the EOU Foundation and part of 
the recent presidential search committee. On 
the civic front Young was also ever present 
and was a member of numerous boards and 
outreach organizations.

Thomas Gerard “Gerry” McNamee 
died of colon cancer June 6 at home in La 
Grande. He was 66. Gerry was born Aug. 1, 
1942, in Philadelphia, Pa., to Isabelle and 
Thomas F. McNamee. For the last 32 years 
Gerry lived in La Grande, doing various 
jobs, including juvenile counselor, rand 
hand, construction worker river guide, career 
rehabilitation counselor and electrician. But 
the job he enjoyed the most was teaching 
English and international studies at EOU 
from 1994 until his retirement in 2007. 

William Douglas Spear, age 81, died 
May 25, 2009, at his home in Tigard after 

a long illness. He 
was born Jan. 19, 
1928, to William 
McLelland Spear, 
M.D. and Elsie Doak 
Spear. He graduated 

from University High School in Iowa 
City, Iowa. He earned a Ph.D. from the 
University of Iowa and went on to teach 
at EOU for 40 years. In 1984 Spear 
was one of five professors honored for 
excellence in teaching by the Oregon State 

Board of Higher Education. He dedicated 
himself to educational, charitable and 
community interests and held positions 
in city government, church, boards and 
commissions. In retirement, Spear and his 
wife Mary Ann enjoyed numerous trips to 
Europe, Scandinavia, Russia and Australia. 

Jean Neely, of Cottage Grove, died Jan. 
19, 2009 from cancer. She was 81. Born 

to Roy and Myrtle 
(Ford) Neely in 
1927, Jean graduated 
from Grants Pass 
High School and 
went on to earn a 
bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Oregon. She attained 
a master’s degree from the University 
of Washington and returned to UO for a 
doctorate of education degree. Jean was a 
longtime associate professor of women’s 
physical education at Eastern Oregon State 
College and was named to the Eastern 
Oregon Hall of Fame as a charter member. 
After retirement she moved to Cottage 
Grove to be near her twin sister, Janice 
Neely. 

Bert L. Wells passed away Sept. 
28, 2009. He was born Nov. 5, 1929, in 

Grandview, Wa., to 
Mr. and Mrs. A.B. 
Wells. His primary 
and secondary 
education was 
completed in the 
Grandview area and 

he worked various jobs at fruit processing 
plants throughout high school. After a year 
of employment at an airport terminal in Point 
Barrow, Alaska, he took a job at the Hanford 
Nuclear site outside of the Tri-Cities. He was 
drafted in 1951 and spent the majority of his 
service in Japan as secretary to a colonel. 

His musical talents were soon recognized 
and he performed with the band, “Far East 
Rangers,” at officer’s clubs while in Japan 
and continued to play in dance bands in 
the Tri-Cities, Walla Walla and La Grande 
after returning home. He married Elinor 
L. Wells on April 5, 1953 and they moved 
to Richland to continue his employment at 
Hanford. He wrote approximately 50 songs 
in his lifetime, some of which were recorded 
by Key Records in Hollywood. While 
music and entertainment continued to play 
a significant role in his life, his focus turned 
to college education and his family. He 
graduated from Walla Walla College, taught 
high school English, earned a master’s 
degree, became a speech professor at Eastern 
Oregon University and raised three children. 
During his 25 years at Eastern he initiated 
and lead the competitive speaking team and 
enjoyed competing against larger schools. 
After retiring from EOU in 1989 he moved 
to the Oregon coast and in 2003 returned to 
his roots in south central Washington.

Contributions
�

Is there a story you would like 
to see in print? We invite you to 
contribute your news to “The 
Mountaineer.”

“The Mountaineer” magazine 
serves the entire EOU community and 
beyond, reaching alumni and donors 
as well as current students. If you or 
someone you know has a story idea 
to share for possible publication in 

“The Mountaineer,” please send us 
the details. We will gladly consider 
submissions regarding any of the 
following:

•	 Awards, honors, or other news for 

alumni, faculty and staff 

•	 Alumni, faculty and staff who 

notably  contribute to and 

engage in their communities 

•	 New or rediscovered works 

by faculty, staff and alumni 

including publications and art

•	 Faculty, staff and alumni 

conducting influential projects 

and research

•	 Digital photos of events and 

get-togethers involving alumni, 

faculty and staff. 

Send your story ideas to the 
Marketing, Development & Public 
Affairs Office:

E-mail: mdpa@eou.edu
Phone: (541) 962-3585 

To update your information, 
visit www.eou.edu/alumni and 
click on “Update Your Information 
Here.” If you wish to share photos 
with your news, e-mail them to 
alumni@eou.edu and we will 
publish as space allows. The more 
information the better!

Pictured from left, back row: Karin Tsiatsos, ’93 (Homecoming Committee 

Chair), Cory Nelson, ’04, (BS) and ’06 (MBA) (Regional Events Chair), Holly 

Kerfoot, ’85 (Vice President), Karen Schimmel, ’69 (Secretary), Scott Coe, ’86. 

Front row: Jon Larkin, ’00 (director of Annual Giving and Alumni Programs), Mike 

Daugherty, ’74 (Alumni Association President), Robert Kiser, ’97, Bob Davies 

(EOU president), Mary Jo Lemon, ’67 (past president of the Alumni Association, 

Homecoming Parade Chair), Jeffrey Church, ’95, Larry 

Glaze, ’74, John Patterson, ’68 (Treasurer), and Bob McMillan, ’68. 

Not pictured: Tricia Haddock, ’04, Julie Gassner, ’92 and Jeannie 

Goyne, ’06. 

2009-2010 EOU
Alumni Association Board 
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Outreach efforts earn national accolades
Against a backdrop of the periodic table of the elements, Anna Cavinato 

joined a small group of scientists on the stage in the Presidential Ballroom 
at the Capital Hilton in Washington, 
D.C. From under the bright lights, Cavi-
nato looked out at hundreds of members 
of the American Chemical Society 
there to celebrate the accomplishments 
of local chapters. Cavinato was called 
upon to accept an award on behalf of the 
committee she chairs—the Women and 
Minority Affairs Committee of the Rich-
land Section of the ACS. The award: 
A ChemLuminary. The ceremony: 
Oscar-worthy.

Cavinato, a professor of chemistry 
at Eastern Oregon University, shares 
the honor with a group of dedicated 
individuals in the Richland, Yakima and Tri-Cities area and at EOU. More 
than 13,000 people from the U.S. and around the world attended the Fall 
2009 National Meeting and Exposition of the ACS. During the meeting, 
the Women Chemists Committee presented the Richland Section with a 
ChemLuminary for Outstanding Performance. It is the only Outstanding 
ChemLuminary award given by the committee this year and the seventh 
one garnered by the Richland section for its outreach activities.

“The award recognizes many people,” Cavinato said. “It is a big honor. 
Richland is not a very large section, so for us to receive this award really 
speaks to the effort we put into the activities that involve women and 
minorities.”

Among the activities Cavinato refers to is Girls in Science, an annual 
program spearheaded jointly with the Northeast Oregon Area Health Edu-
cation Center under the leadership of Sandy Ryman. EOU faculty, staff 
and student volunteers also play an integral role in the event. Other efforts 
include the Saturday Science Program presented for the first time last year 
in Ontario. In addition to fun scientific exploration for the students, parents 
also get involved in this event. EOU admissions counselors hold a session 
focusing on ways parents can help prepare their children for college. All 
the programs are hands-on and involve experiments in science and math, 
with participants gaining access to some of today’s latest high-tech re-
search equipment in labs at EOU.

“The overall dedication of the Richland section and other individuals 
really make the chapter stand out,” Cavinato said. “The award is a result 
of the efforts of many. These programs give a glimpse of opportunity to 
students and contribute to their education. That is very powerful.”

Cavinato is the national secretary of the American Chemical Society’s 
Division of Analytical Chemistry and has been teaching at EOU since 
1992.

EOU named Military Friendly School
Eastern Oregon University joins the ranks of the nation’s leading institu-

tions of higher learning doing the most to embrace America’s veterans as 
students. “G.I. Jobs” magazine recently announced its 2010 list of Military 
Friendly Schools. EOU is among the top 15 percent of institutions qualify-
ing for the honor.

A range of state universities and private colleges, community colleges 
and trade schools are included on the list compiled through a “G.I. Jobs” 
poll of more than 7,000 schools nationwide. All the schools share a priority 
of recruiting students with military experience. They also offer additional 
benefits to student veterans such as on-campus veterans programs, credit 
for service, military spouse programs and more. Criteria for making the list 
includes efforts to recruit and retain military and veteran students, results in 
recruiting military and veteran students and academic accreditations.

EOU’s resources for student veterans recently received a boost. Since 
the beginning of fall term a state appointed Veteran Service Officer has 
been on campus to assist veterans in pursuing benefits and be a referral 
source to other university resources. EOU also administers a Service to 
Country Scholarship, which all admitted student veterans are eligible to 
apply for. 

For more information on resources for student veterans at EOU contact 
the campus Veterans’ Affairs Office at (541) 962-3504.

“Best Buy” in business
EOU’s online degree in business administration is a real value and has 

been ranked a “Best Buy” out of 83 colleges and universities nationwide. 
A biennial survey conducted by GetEducated.com ranked EOU’s program 
13th on the list of 54 accredited institutions making the cut. The survey 
focused on the most affordable online bachelor’s degrees in business 
and management. Schools considered a “Best Buy” offer degrees under 
$43,000.

EOU’s rank holds steady 
with the results of the last 
survey completed by GetEdu-
cated in 2006, which paired 
the list down to the top 25 
affordable business programs. 
With no out-of-state tuition 
charge, the estimated total cost 
to complete a four-year online 
degree in business administra-
tion is $25,430. 

Additional business programs offered by EOU are available at Mt. 
Hood, Chemeketa, Treasure Valley and Blue Mountain community col-
leges. To find out more visit the College of Business website at  
www.eou.edu/business. 

Anna Cavinato, Ph.D.

EOU is ranked 13th on the list of 54 
institutions named as a "Best Buy."



	 The woman responsible for the sound of crystalline chimes ringing out across the Eastern Oregon University campus isn’t a 
carillonist, but she is someone who appreciates music in its many forms. Robbie Waller particularly enjoys the music of bells, so much 
so that she gifted the funds to the EOU Foundation enabling the purchase of a new carillon. The carillon has an internal library of over 
400 songs and can also be programmed to play original music, such as EOU’s alma mater. An important benefit is that the new carillon 
has the capability for audio broadcast to use in emergency situations. 
	 Waller’s gift also included the funding for a new clock tower in the center of the campus quad. The clock’s four faces light 
up at night. Both the carillon and clock tower are named in honor of Waller’s father, C.W. Hoffman, founder of Rhonde Valley Lumber 
Company in Union in 1950, Eagle Truck and Machine in 1977 and many other area enterprises. Waller’s father was also an avid 
musician.

“What better place to share my father’s love of music and his passion for collecting 
timepieces than at EOU, the university in my front yard.”

—ROBBIE WALLER, LA GRANDE

Donor Spotlight—Robbie Waller

To find out how your gift can make a difference, please contact the EOU Foundation in the Office of Marketing, 
Development and Public Affairs at (541) 962-3740 or e-mail foundation@eou.edu.

Photos by Laura Hancock

Giving the gift of education



February
	 Portland area alumni reunion
	 College of Idaho basketball

March 
	 Tri-Cities student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in 

Kennewick 
	 Baker County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in  

Baker City
	 Malheur County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in 

Ontario

April
	 Umatilla County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in 

Hermiston
	 Grant County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in John 

Day
	 Harney County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in  

Burns

May
	 Wallowa County student recruitment tour and President’s Reception in 

Joseph
	 Rollin Schimmel Memorial Spring Football Scrimmage in Pendleton
	 Spring Term Sunday Sundae

June 
	 Commencement Ceremonies
	 Spokane regional alumni reunion

July
	 Walla Walla President’s Reception and wine-tasting
	 Portland Timbers soccer game
	 Chief Joseph Days Celebration

August
	 Union County Fair and Parade
	 Boise Hawks baseball game

September
	 Pendleton Round-Up Parade and alumni reunion picnic

2010 Alumni Calendar

For more information on these and other upcoming events and activities, visit www.eou.edu or www.eou.edu/alumni. 

A complete listing of Mountaineer athletic events is available at www.eou.edu/athletics. 

For more information, contact the Office of Marketing, Development & Public Affairs at (541) 962-3740, e-mail alumni@eou.edu or visit www.eou.edu.


