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  FACULTY EXPECTATIONS IN______GEOGRAPHY_______ 

RE. PORTFOLIO ESSAYS   
  
•  The general philosophy of above-named discipline regarding Assessment of Prior Experiential Learning essays may be summarized as follows: 

Applied experience in areas of Physical Geography such as environmental assessment, forest management, soil conservation, geomorphology, geology, meteorology, climatology,  watershed management, and similar experience are eligible for consideration for credit in the physical science domain of geography.  Likewise, study abroad experience, extensive field studies in other countries, international interaction at a professional level, cultural exchanges and similar types of experience may be considered for credit in the social science domain of human geography.      
   
•  Describe the nature of any dialogue expected between faculty in above-name discipline and students preparing portfolio essays in the discipline. 

The student will engage in an initial interview with Dr. Marian Mustoe as to the direction the evaluation of credit will proceed.  At that time an outline of requirements will be set for the student's participation in validating their experience.
  

•  Describe the nature of any specific requirements the above-name discipline will have regarding contents of the portfolio materials i.e., documentation, essay, bibliography were applicable, etc. 

  

The process that is agreed upon as an evaluation instrument will contain evidence to the following character:  The student must be able to synthesize a substantial understanding of the academic fit the experience has with the subject of geography.  The student should be able to show a strong command of both the applied and theoretical aspects of the experience.  The validation process must include some oral and written aspects to the evaluation.  The student should show substantial understanding of vocabulary and concepts within the field and be able to communicate these suitably in written and oral form.  An oral examination can simply be an interview with the student. Textual material may display projects from the student's work experience (in whatever media might be appropriate) as well as written documentation in the form of reports or papers.

  
•  Describe issues regarding the general turnaround time for review of portfolio materials in the above-named discipline. 

Once engaged, this should take no more than the time required for the initial interview; the time for the student to accumulate the agreed upon documentation, an evaluation of this material and the establishment of a grade.  No more than the quarter in which the work was submitted.  
•  Provide any additional information that will help portfolio students in developing materials for faculty review in the above-named discipline. 

Work should be well edited with valid citations given.
  Dr. Marian Mustoe        Marian Mustoe                                                  January 3, 2013
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